
Hello Juniors! 

I hope your summer has been relaxing and enjoyable so far! The very excellent reading for the summer 

is  A Man for All Seasons, by Robert Bolt. If you don’t already have it, you may get a copy from HSA 

Office at $8.00 (call to check office hours), or a quality and fairly inexpensive copy is on Amazon at the 

link below: 

https://www.amazon.com/Man-All-Seasons-Play-

Acts/dp/0679728228/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1465826281&sr=8-

2&keywords=A+Man+for+All+Seasons  

Please read the entire book and answer the questions (typed or handwritten in complete sentences) and 

then bring both the questions and answers to the first day of class.  Have a joyful summer! 

 

Junior Summer Reading Questions on A Man for All Seasons   

 

1. Give a brief description of the personality of Alice More’s background.  Describe her 

character, giving at least two character traits with two supporting examples for each character 

trait. 

  

2. How does Margaret's personality and background differ from her mother’s? (3+ sentences) 

 

3. List at least two good character traits of King Henry VIII. (3+ sentences) 

 

4. Describe the relationship of More and King Henry VIII based upon their interaction in Act I, 

Scene 7.  

  

5. What are Richard Rich's primary motivations throughout the story? Do they remain the 

same? 

 

6. What is More's view of the relationship between religion and politics? Compare his view to 

Wolsey's, the King's, and Roper's.  Write out at least three supporting texts.  

 

7. What is the purpose to having the Common Man fill several distinct roles (servant, ferryman, 
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etc.) throughout the play?  What is Bolt trying to communicate to us, the audience, by doing 

this? 

 

 8. William Roper wants to raze the laws. More disagrees, saying,  

 "The currents and eddies of right and wrong, which you find such plain sailing, I can't navigate. I'm no 

voyager. But in the thickets of the law, oh, there I'm a forester. I doubt if there's a man alive who could follow me 

there ... 

...when the last law was down, and the Devil turned round on you-where would you hide, Roper, the laws all being 

flat? This country's planted thick with laws from coast to coast-man's laws, not God's-and if you cut them down-

and you're just the man to do it-d'you really think you could stand upright in the winds that would blow then? Yes, 

I'd give the Devil benefit of law, for my own safety's sake.”   

Restate More’s opinion and argument in your own words.  

 

 9. Explain Richard Rich’s testimony at More’s trial.  What did Rich testify that he heard More 

say during Rich’s visit to More’s cell?  Do you have reason to suspect Rich of perjury (lying 

under oath)?  Explain.    

 

10. Teresa of Avila ran away from home when she was young, eagerly seeking to be martyred 

by the Moors.  Compare her attitude toward martyrdom with Thomas More's attitude 

throughout the play toward the danger that is closing in on him.  Who do you believe, has the 

proper attitude toward martyrdom? 


