
Hello Seniors!  
 
For your summer reading pleasure (even though it's required, I think you'll find it quite 
interesting!) please purchase and read George Orwell's Animal Farm, and respond to 
the questions below. Any unabridged copy is acceptable, but here is a link for a fairly 
cheap, nicely edited copy: https://www.amazon.com/Animal-Farm-George-
Orwell/dp/0451526341 I suggest checking ThriftBooks or Ebay for used copies as well!  
 
Please also read and answer the questions regarding Gerard Manley Hopkins' poem 
(below).  
 
Both sets of questions are due the first day of class. 
 
Have a joyful summer!  
 
 
Senior Summer Reading Questions - George Orwell's Animal Farm 
After reading the entire novel, please answer all of the following questions in several 
complete, thoughtful sentences: 
 
1. The animals who gather to hear Major's speech each mirror a single human trait. 
What trait is revealed in Clover? Boxer? Benjamin? Mollie? the cat? the dogs? What is 
significant about the pigs and the raven?  
 
2. How does Major describe the equality of animals? What kind of world does Major 
dream of? What is the effect of his speech?  
 
3. The three most important pigs are also given distinguishing human traits. What traits 
are given to Snowball? to Napoleon? to Squealer?  
 
4. How does the Rebellion come about? What are the first things the animals do to 
celebrate their victory?  
 
5. Only Benjamin does not share the self-congratulatory atmosphere of the farm. What 
is the significance of his cryptic remarks?  
 
6. What is Squealer's explanation of why pigs must be given special food? How do the 
other animals react?  
 
7. How do neighboring humans react to the situation on Animal Farm? What do the 
animals achieve at the Battle of the Cowshed?  
 
8. Why are the pigs accepted as the planners of farm policy? What important 
qualification is placed on their power?  
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9. What is the first right Napoleon takes away from the animals? What is Squealer's 
explanation of the abolishment of animal vote? How do the animals (Boxer, in particular) 
respond to this?  
 
10. Why does it become necessary to trade with humans? How does Squealer justify 
this break in policy?  
 
11. What is the quality of life for the animals during the winter after the destruction of the 
first windmill? How does Napoleon handle this problem? How do the hens react to 
Napoleon's order?  
 
12. What is the outcome of Napoleon's investigation into Snowball's activities? What 
action is taken after this discovery? How do the animals respond to the executions?  
 
13. What new vice do the pigs acquire? What is the animals' reaction when Squealer is 
caught "clarifying" another of the Commandments?  
 
14. How do the animals react to Boxer's removal? How does Squealer calm their 
unrest? How does Napoleon capitalize on the situation?  
 
15. What is the final interpretation of the word "equal"? What does Pilkington praise the 
pigs for? What do the animals see when they look in the farmhouse window?  
 
 
 



Selections from Hopkins 
Please read the following poem at least three times, and answer the questions below. 
This assignment is due the first day of class. Extra Credit for having it memorized! 
 
 
GOD'S GRANDEUR  
Gerard Manley Hopkins 
 
The world is charged with the grandeur of God.  
It will flame out, like shining from shook foil; 
It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil 
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod?  
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod; 
And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil;  
And wears man's smudge and shares man's smell: the soil 
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod. 
 
And for all this, nature is never spent; 
There lives the dearest freshness deep down things; 
And though the last lights off the black West went 
Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs -- 
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent  
World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings. 
 
Q: What has man done to Creation? Why is "nature never spent" in spite of this?  
 


